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1 :LOOLDP5DVFKNiklas Luhmann’s 


























































































My second year lecture series is 
called Architecture and Ideas. The 
¿UVW OHFWXUH VWDUWV ZLWK D TXRWH
IURP D FULWLF ZULWLQJ DERXW WKH
KRXVHWKDW6DUDKDQG,GHVLJQHG
DQGOLYHLQ7KHFULWLFZULWHVµ,W
has too many ideas.’ This is not 
a compliment. In architecture, 
KDYLQJWRRPDQ\LGHDVLVDVLJQDO
RI FRQIXVLRQ ZKHUHDV RQH LGHD
ULJRURXVO\ FDUULHG WKURXJK LV D
mark of order and control.7:KHUHLQRWKHUGLVFLSOLQHVKDYLQJLGHDVLVWKHOLIHEORRG
in architecture they are edited. To illustrate this intellectual conundrum, I put up 
D VOLGH ZLWK 9LWUXYLXV¶V PDQWUD RQ LW &2002',7<  ),501(66  '(/,*+7
µ+RZGXPELVWKDW"¶,DVNµ+RZHPSW\RILGHDVLVWKDW"¶7KHQEHFDXVHWKHOHFWXUH
LVDW WKHVDPHWLPHDV WKH8.SDUW\SROLWLFDOFRQIHUHQFHV ,DGGµ,W LVVREODQG



































































11  /H&RUEXVLHUThe Decorative Art of 
TodayWUDQV-DPHV'XQQHWW/RQGRQ
$UFKLWHFWXUDO3UHVVSS
12  3HWHU6WDOO\EUDVVDQG$OORQ:KLWHThe 
Politics and Poetics of Transgression 
/RQGRQ0HWKXHQS
13  /RFFLW




















WKHSULPDU\FDUHRIPHGLFLQHZLOOQRWVXI¿FHµin city planning “medical” 
solutions are a delusion; they resolve nothing, they are very expensive. 






































The Decorative Art of TodayS/H
&RUEXVLHUWhen the Cathedrals Were 
White: A Journey to the Country of the 
Timid PeopleWUDQV)UDQFLV+\VORS
/RQGRQ5RXWOHGJHS
18  /H&RUEXVLHUWhen the Cathedrals, S
 /H&RUEXVLHUPrécisionsS
20  =\JPXQW%DXPDQWasted Lives 
&DPEULGJH3ROLW\3UHVVS
21  $OOTXRWHVIURP0DUWLQ3DUUDQG1LFKRODV































































































































Architecture and Modernity: A Critique 
&DPEULGJH0$0,73UHVVS
7KHWHUPVDUHDOVRH[SORUHGLQ0DUVKDOO
%HUPDQAll That Is Solid Melts into 
Air: The Experience of Modernity1HZ
<RUN9LNLQJ3HQJXLQS
27  1LNRODXV3HYVQHUPioneers of Modern 
Design, from William Morris to 
Walter GropiusPelican Books 
/RQGRQ3HQJXLQ%RRNV
28  %DXPDQModernity and 
Ambivalence,S
 ,ELGS
30  /H&RUEXVLHUThe Decorative 
Art of TodayS
31  =\JPXQW%DXPDQGlobalization: The 
Human Consequences&DPEULGJH
3ROLW\3UHVVSS
32  =\JPXQW%DXPDQIntimations 
of Postmodernity/RQGRQ
5RXWOHGJHS[LLL


























































36  %DXPDQIntimations of 
PostmodernityS[L





























2XU DUFKLWHFW +HQU\ WKH RQH ZKR VDZ WR\V DV URJXH REMHFWV FOHDUO\ IRXQG
DUFKLWHFWXUH WRR XQRUGHUO\ DQG WRR XQRUGHUDEOH DQG VR KH VWRSSHG SUDFWLVLQJ
,QVWHDGKHVHWXSDFRPSDQ\WKDWPDQXIDFWXUHV¿UHSODFHVWKH3ODWRQLF)LUHSODFH
&RPSDQ\ +H ¿QGV SHDFH LQ WKH FRQWUROODEOH JDV ÀDPH SOD\LQJ RYHU OLWWOH VWRQH
FXEHVVSKHUHVDQGS\UDPLGVLQDVHPEODQFHRIRUGHU
7KH5LGGLQJRI&RQWLQJHQF\
,Q(GPXQG%DFRQ¶VFODVVLFZRUNRQWRZQSODQQLQJThe Design of Cities
WKHWLWOHVRIWKHVHFWLRQVDUHH[SOLFLWLQVXPPDULVLQJWKHRUGHULQJWKUXVW
RIWKHDUJXPHQW3DVVLQJWKURXJKFKDSWHUVHQWLWOHG Imposition of Order, 

















































































































45  %DXPDQIntimations of 
PostmodernityS[LL




































54  %DXPDQModernity and 
Ambivalence,S














































, DP RQ D YLVLW WR WKH 0F/DUHQ
KHDGTXDUWHUV GHVLJQHG E\
1RUPDQ )RVWHU WR KRXVH WKH
SURGXFWLRQ IDFLOLWLHV RI¿FHV DQG
DVVRFLDWHGVSLQRIIFRPSDQLHVRI
WKH )RUPXOD 2QH UDFLQJ JURXS
0DQ\ SHRSOH DUH VD\LQJ WKDW
WKLV LV )RVWHU¶V LGHDO SURMHFW $
KHDG\PL[RIWHFKQRORJ\WUDQVIHU
XQGLVFORVHG LH KXJH EXGJHW




































































































































































































DQG WKHRULVW /HRQ %DWWLVWD$OEHUWL UHFRPPHQGV WKDW WR VHWWOH RQHVHOI LQ WLPHV RI
VWUHVVRUDQ[LHW\RQH FDQ¿QG VRODFH LQDUFKLWHFWXUDO UHYHULH µDQG VRPHWLPHV LW
KDV KDSSHQHG WKDW QRW RQO\ KDYH , JURZQ FDOP LQ P\ UHVWOHVVQHVV RI VSLULW EXW
, KDYH WKRXJKW RI WKLQJV PRVW UDUH DQG PHPRUDEOH 6RPHWLPHV , KDYH GHVLJQHG
DQGEXLOW¿QHO\SURSRUWLRQHGEXLOGLQJVLQP\PLQG«DQG,KDYHRFFXSLHGP\VHOI
ZLWKFRQVWUXFWLRQVRIWKLVNLQGXQWLORYHUFRPHZLWKVOHHS¶681RUPDOSHRSOHUHVRUW
WR FRXQWLQJ VKHHS WR JHW WR VOHHS 5HQDLVVDQFH DUFKLWHFWV UHVRUW WR DUFKLWHFWXUDO
SURSRUWLRQ6KHHSIRUXUEDQGZHOOHUVDQG¿QHDUFKLWHFWXUHERWKVLWLQWKDWWZLOLJKW
]RQH EHWZHHQ GD\ DQG QLJKW UHDOLW\ DQG GUHDP ² DQG ZKHQ RQH ZDNHV LQ WKH
PRUQLQJRQHLVOHIWZLWKQRPRUHWKDQDFKLPHULFPHPRU\UHYHDOLQJWKHSHUIHFWLRQ
RIIRUPDVDPLUDJHQHYHUWREHDWWDLQHG
64 0DUWLQ+HLGHJJHUAn Introduction 
to Metaphysics1HZ+DYHQ<DOH
8QLYHUVLW\3UHVVS
65 :LJOH\White Walls, 
Designer DressesS

















68 TXRWHGLQ)UDQFR%RUVLLeon Battista 
AlbertiWUDQV5XGROI&DUSDQLQL2[IRUG
3KDLGRQS%RUVLJRHVRQWR
QRWHWKDWµ7KHQLJKWVRIWKH¿IWHHQWK
FHQWXU\ZHUHSRSXODWHGZLWKLPDJHV
3DRORGL'RQROD\DZDNHDWQLJKWWKLQNLQJ
RI³VZHHWSHUVSHFWLYH´DQG/HRQDUGRZDV
WRSUDLVHµWKHVWUD\LQJRIWKHLPDJLQDWLRQ
RYHUWKHVXSHU¿FLDOIHDWXUHVRIIRUPV
ZKHQ\RXOLHLQEHGLQWKHGDUN¶
